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Southern Midcoast Maine’s “Hidden Treasure”

Explore 216 miles of pristine coastline where bridges connect the
mainland to a string of islands. From Pott’s Point to Land’s End, we boast
more miles of unsurpassed natural beauty than any town in America. For
centuries Harpswell lobstermen and visitors of all ages have enjoyed our
crystal clear salt waters as do those who kayak,canoe,sail and fish.Nature
lovers enjoy hiking trails, beach combing, biking and bird watching.
Savor the freshest lobster and award-winning chowda’. Enjoy fine dining.
Tour art galleries and craft studios. Be entertained by our local music and
theater. Rent a quaint cottage or stay at an historic inn. You’ll find we’re
worlds apart and closer than you think! No wonder they call it the best-
kept secret in Midcoast Maine!

The Town of Harpswell, located on Casco Bay, is a short scenic ride from
Portland, Freeport, Bath and Boothbay, Maine. Off the beaten path,
Harpswell is the unspoiled coastal community that is accessible by way
of the beautiful Bowdoin College town of Brunswick and recently cele-
brated its 250th birthday. For over 100 years Harpswell has been a mecca
for vacationers seeking a saltwater environment, a serene way of life, and
an abundance of natural beauty. Its 216 miles of coastline consists of
Harpswell Neck, the three large islands of Sebascodegan (Great Island),
Orr’s,and Bailey,which are connected by bridges, the most notable being
the Cribstone bridge and a scattering of over 200 smaller islands acces-
sible only by boat. With some of the few remaining working harbors on
the Maine coast, it offers an authenticity of which we are proud.

Harpswell has it all! Its own Half Way Rock Light House, Admiral Peary’s
Eagle Island Museum, hundreds of scenic ocean views, 13 walking trails,
pocket beaches, national landmarks and historic sites, authentic working
waterfronts all here in the Midcoast Maine region and without the long drive.

Harpswell Neck: The long, narrow mainland portion of the town has
three distinctive segments: North Harpswell, in the days of commercial
sail one of Maine’s leading shipbuilding areas; historic Harpswell Center,
site of the Kellogg Congregational Church, Old Meeting House and burial
ground; and South Harpswell, with its residential clusters near its many
colorful coves and along beautiful Harpswell Sound and Middle Bay.

Orr’s and Bailey Island: Connected by the famous granite Cribstone Bridge,
these two colorful islands have since become a single community within the
town. Orr’s is known as the setting for Harriet Beecher Stowe’s 1862 novel,
The Pearl of Orr’s Island; Bailey for its picturesque Mackerel Cove and Giant
Staircase; for their breathtaking views of open ocean and island-filled bays.

Great Island: originally known by its Indian name, Segascodegan, is the
largest,by far,of Harpswell’s 200 islands.It is joined by bridges to Brunswick,
Orr’s Island and Harpswell Neck. The island is high, heavily-wooded and
pentrated by long reaches and sheltered coves. Cundy’s Harbor, a classic
coastal village with the oldest working waterfront in Maine, is in its south-
easterly section bordered by Quahog Bay and the New Meadows River.

fmi: Harpswell Business Association, P.O.Box 125, Harpswell, Me. 04079
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